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What is Parler?
Parler is a social media platform launched in August 2018. Parler was created by John Matze (CEO) and
Jared Thomson (CTO), and was founded in Henderson, Nevada. Both graduated from the University of
Denver. Parler has been described by Forbes as a “barebones Twitter”. It provides users with personalized
profiles, a basic news feed and the option to follow other users. 1 The timeline is chronological and
supposedly does not use algorithms to curate the feed’s content. Users can also privately message each
other, and use an “echo” function to repost other users “Parleys” (posts). Parler claims to be an “unbiased
social platform” that is “committed to free speech”.2

Parler is currently a free platform. The platform does not yet feature advertising.3 Users can register for an
account using an email address and phone number. They can also be verified by sending an electronic copy
of their ID and a photo of themselves. Verified users are known as ‘Parler’ citizens and have a red Parler
badge next to their profile picture. Well-known individuals receive a gold badge, and parody accounts are
identified with a purple badge.4

Parler offers limited functionality, so users can currently only search by “username” or “hashtag”. Parleys
cannot be searched for using keywords, so hashtags play an important role in users discovering new
content. Users can find more new content by using the “Discover” page, which displays popular Parleys,
content from “Affiliates” and suggests other users to follow. The “Affiliates” are different online news
agencies seemingly selected by Parler to provide trending news content to users. Affiliate providers tend to
be conservative sources, including The Epoch Times, The Western Journal and Washington Examiner.
Users are free to post content from all sources, regardless of political leaning, to their own profiles. Groups
where users can join to connect on particular issues or interests are not yet available, but this seems a
possible development in the future. 5 Parler offers support for multiple languages including Arabic, Chinese,
Farsi, Hindi, Korean, and Malay, in addition to many European languages.
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What makes Parler popular?
The primary reason users are registering with Parler appears to be because of its promise to be a space for
free speech, safe from ideological and political censorship. Parler states it “does not mine or sell user data,
and does not censor content based on politics or ideology. Parler continues to stand with the People and
against Technoauthoritarianism.”6 In an interview with CNBC, Matze stated that Parler is “a community
town square, an open town square, with no censorship… If you can say it on the street[s] of New York, you
can say it on Parler.”7 Parler’s main user base appears to be politically conservative, with many supporting
President Trump and the Republican Party. However, Matze argues that he doesn’t want Parler to be an
echo chamber, and has publically offered a $20,000 progressive bounty for a liberal pundit with 50,000 Twitter
or Facebook followers to start a Parler account.8

Parler has grown in popularity in part due to the endorsement of multiple conservative and Republican
politicians and commentators who utilize the platform as one of their primary social media outlets. Among
them are: Texas Senator Ted Cruz (3.7 million followers), California Congressman Devin Nunes, Eric Trump,
White House Press Secretary Kayleigh McEnany, and Senator Ron Paul.9 Cruz endorsed Parler, claiming
that his political viewpoints had been censored by mainstream “Big Tech” platforms like Twitter.10 Donald
Trump’s official Presidential re-election campaign also has an account on Parler (while the President
himself does not), with over 2.1 million followers.11

Parler has experienced several waves of growth, boosting the size of its user base. By May 2019, after
launching in 2018, Parler claimed to have around 100,000 users, after conservative personality Candace
Owens publicly encouraged people to join the platform. 12 In the month following, approximately another
200,000 users joined, overwhelming the site temporarily by apparently more than doubling its user base. The
majority of these new users were from Saudi Arabia, joining Parler in protest against Twitter policies.13 In
June 2020, Parler received another significant influx of new users. This migration to Parler came primarily
from Twitter users who protested against alleged censorship, after Twitter’s decision to place fact-check
and warning labels on at least three tweets from President Donald Trump. 14 Facebook also launched a
stronger content policy which specifically targeted the “boogaloo” movement15, and Twitter followed in July
2020 with bans and restrictions on accounts promoting QAnon. These decisions apparently contributed to
approximately 1 million new users joining Parler.16 In a press release from August 2020, Parler claimed to
have over 3.5 million users, increasing to 3.8 million in September 2020, and 4 million in October 2020.17This
migration coincided with Twitter’s decision to block links to a New York Post article that alleged corruption
by President-elect Joe Biden’s son, Hunter, shortly before Election Day.18 Concerns were also raised that
Twitter’s policy was inconsistent, as they continue to permit tweets from Iran’s Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who
shares content calling for the elimination of the "Zionist regime" and the State of Israel.19 Khamanei promotes
Holocaust denial and anti-Semitic content on other digital platforms, including his website, where his office
shared a poster calling for a “Final Solution” (a Nazi term for the Holocaust) in May 2020.20
Following the November 2020 US Presidential Election, Parler’s user base grew again, with Matze claiming
that they had expanded from 4 million users to 8 million. 21 The Wall Street Journal wrote that Parler’s
membership doubled to 10 million users within a week.22 Again, this surge in popularity appeared to emanate
from users switching to Parler from Twitter, partly in frustration with Twitter labelling the content of many
of President Trump’s tweets as “disputed”, particularly regarding allegations of election fraud following the
2020 Presidential Election.23 In August 2020, Parler was ranked 6th most popular in free news apps on Apple
devices, and 11th most popular free social app on Google Play.24 In November 2020, Parler made headlines
as “most downloaded app in the United States”, with thousands of users being added every minute.25
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Is Parler really a free speech haven?
While Parler promotes itself as a bastion of free speech, there are community guidelines and policies that
users agree to when registering for the platform. The community guidelines (from July 2020) ban terrorist
organizations (if officially recognized by the US) from using Parler, and supporting or marketing such
organizations is also prohibited. The July 2020 guidelines suggested that so-called “Fighting Words or
Threats to Harm” were banned, including words that “would lead to violence… in person”, visual
representations of nooses, or threats against individuals or groups.26 There are also community guidelines
on nudity, blackmail, spam, advertising, bribery and criminal activity. However, after hiring a new chief policy
officer, these guidelines were updated in November 2020 to explicitly state that so-called “fighting words”
were not a violation of the guidelines.27 Only “serious expression[s] of intent to commit an act of unlawful
violence… [and] explicit or implicit encouragement to use violence” are considered violations.28 Reference
to hate-based expressions of violence such as the use of nooses may no longer be included in these revised
guidelines. The guidelines restated that Parler is created in the “spirit of the First Amendment to the United
States Constitution” and refocused on the options individuals have to curate their feed to remove content
they find egregious, including blocking.

Parler uses community moderators to monitor content flagged as inappropriate. Committees of five
community jurors make independent judgements on content violations, and they are supposedly vetted by
Parler to ensure they are “moderate” in their
political leanings.29 Users who are found “guilty”
by a jury of moderators are given “violation
points” – if the user accumulates 20 or more points
in a 90 day period, this results in a ban.30 It does
appear that Parler has taken some small steps to
remove the ability to search for overtly offensive
hashtags, such as “Nigger”, and seemingly
hashtags beginning with “kill”; yet leave other
slurs such as “Kike” and “Faggot”, or alternative
spellings such as “NIGGAS” available to utilize.
One Parley featuring footage from the New
Zealand mosque shooting in 2019 was reported to
moderators by SWC researchers, but the footage
remains online as of November 2020.31
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Anti-Semitism
To date, Parler has allowed users to express anti-Semitic beliefs and conspiracies. These users frequently
allege that Jewish people are responsible for many of the ills facing the world, including mass immigration,
COVID-19, child trafficking and civil unrest. These allegations are updated manifestations of old anti-Semitic
conspiracies which have accused that a secret Jewish cabal controls the world for political and financial
gain. Many posts feature stereotypical caricatures intended to mock and demonize Jewish people. Some
indicate Jewish control or Jewish individuals by using the three parentheses (((“echo”))) to highlight
particular words or names. Other posts are even more explicitly anti-Semitic, contending Jews worship at
the “Synagogue of Satan” or dehumanizing Jews as parasites.
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Holocaust denial
There are also multiple accounts promoting Holocaust denial on Parler. Some use Parler to share posts with
their own content about the Holocaust, while others link to external sites and repositories to disseminate
Holocaust denial material. Many use the hashtag #holohoax which groups the content together. Posts
promote various Holocaust denial conspiracies, arguing that the gas chambers were a hoax and that six
million Jews did not die. Some posit that the Jews invented the idea of a Holocaust for political and financial
gain - a favorite screed of the Holocaust denying Iranian regime of the Ayatollah Khamenei.32
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Conspiracies
Parler also provides fertile ground for conspiracy theories to spread. Conspiracies surrounding 9/11, Covid19, false flag attacks, the Illuminati and the Freemasons, Chemtrails and FEMA camps have all been
promoted on Parler. While not all conspiracy theories incite hate or bigotry, many of those found on Parler
specifically target religious or racial groups and individuals as the basis for their conspiracy. These include
blaming Israel for 9/11, arguing that Barack Obama was actually Muslim (#obamabinladen), that COVID-19
was created by the Chinese government, and most significantly, QAnon theories, many of which target Jews
in particular. One of the most popular QAnon accounts on Parler has over 150,000 followers (gaining over
40,000 since October 2020).33 Many QAnon accounts promote conspiracies about child sex trafficking rings,
with hashtags such as #savethechildren used in over 48,000 Parleys. Popular QAnon hashtags include
#wwg1wga (slogan used by QAnon supporters) and #QArmy.
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COVID-19
The COVID-19 pandemic has been the subject of much discussion on Parler, and misinformation and
conspiracy theories relating to the virus are prevalent. Hashtags including #COVID19hoax, #COVIDscam,
#COVID1984 and #plandemic have been used tens of thousands of times to spread content that questions
government responses to the virus, assign blame to groups such as the Jews and Asian Americans for
creating and/or spreading the disease, contend that the virus was manufactured as a biological weapon,
and encourage resistance against government measures to contain the virus.
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Anti-Islam
Many users demonstrate their anti-Islamic beliefs in their personal information at the top of their profile,
using phrases like “I HATE ISLAM” and “I don’t like muzzies”. Others customize their profile handle to
promote anti-Islamic hate, such as @visciousmuslimkiller and @Deathtoislam. #BanIslam has been used in
approximately 5,800 Parleys (September 3 2020). Anti-Islamic Parler users insist that Islam is incompatible
with American culture and principles. Muslims are accused of being barbaric, violent, and are often
portrayed as sub-human. Some posts contend that Mohammed was a pedophile (#mohammedisapedophile)
and others call to ban sharia law (portrayed as a cruel and misogynistic system of law). Several posts
attempt to ground their anti-Islamic rhetoric in Koranic scripture, claiming that “we’ll have a look at what it
is in Islamic Scriptures that make Mussulmans invade our countries, beat people up, rape, steal and
intimidate”.34
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Anti-LGBTQ
Parler also provides space for users to promote prejudice, discrimination and hate towards the LGBTQ
community. Hashtags such as #homosexualagenda and #lgbtqisamentaldisorder are utilized to condemn
the LGBTQ community and promote the idea that they are negatively impacting society in a variety of ways.
Some posts refer to members of the LGBTQ community as pedophiles, and contend that the “homosexual
agenda” is brainwashing children to become gay or transgender. Several of these negative hashtags have
been commandeered by members and supporters of the LGBTQ community, to spread positive narratives
on the platform.

This user has commandeered anti-LGBTQ hashtags to promote positive counter-narratives.
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Anti-Immigrant
There is a strong anti-immigration theme that pervades some of the content on Parler. Immigrants to the
USA and the UK in particular are consistently portrayed as criminals, incompatible with Western values,
lazy and/or dangerous. The charge that immigrants take jobs and leech from public welfare is also apparent
in discussion coming from both countries. Often, criticism of immigrants is coupled with anti-Semitic and
anti-Islamic rhetoric. One user celebrated the death of three migrants trying to reach Italy – “three down,
three million to go”, and also referred to Islam as a “barbaric backward culture… they need to be sent back
to their Shit holes”. Popular anti-immigrant hashtags often utilized on posts that demonize immigrants
include #sendthemback and #stoptheinvasion.

Racism
There are profiles and posts promoting racism across Parler. Some profiles are explicit in racist content,
using racial slurs or substitute language such as “joggers” and “nibbas”. Multiple accounts directly incite
hate and discrimination towards people of color, such as “ABAC - all blacks are criminals”35, “Blacks are
WORTHLESS! They are a curse and a Burden!”36, and advising, “Do not allow yourself to live in a society
near these violent subhuman barbarians.”37 Some posts seek to demonize African Americans in particular
as lazy, inherently criminal, and even genetically and intellectually inferior. Others incite violence against
black people, including a video from a UK user captioned “#blacklivesdontmatter”, edited to depict
irreverent US comedian Sam Hyde shooting at what appears to be African tribespeople (taken from a
movie).38
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White Supremacy and Neo-Nazism
There are many accounts on Parler openly promoting white supremacy. The most overt accounts utilize the
code “1488” in their handle or in their biography. “14” refers to the “14 words”, the white supremacist credo
– “We must secure the existence of our people and a future for white children.” “88” refers to “Heil Hitler”,
with 8 referring to the 8th letter of the alphabet, “H”. Users display common symbols associated with white
supremacy including the Celtic Cross, the sunwheel, the swastika and other Nazi symbols. Other accounts
also include specific language illustrating their white supremacist beliefs, such as “white power” and
“white pride”.
Multiple accounts promoting neo-Nazism are also active on Parler. Alongside Nazi imagery, they also
include statements like “Hitler was right” and Nazi slogans such as “blood and soil” in their profiles. Profiles
like “Nazi Central” share posts glorifying the Nazis and encourage other Parler users to join their movement.
Other users explicitly state they are National Socialists, with one user appearing to post images of a Nazi
flag in their home.39 Many of these profiles also promote anti-Semitic and racist content. One user located
during research for this report is using Parler to sell neo-Nazi patches with Nazi Totenkopf and SS lightning
bolt symbols.40
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Incitement to Violence
While posts inciting violence are not yet as common on Parler as they are on platforms such as Telegram,
there are Parleys advocating and encouraging violent acts, often motivated by extremist ideologies and
beliefs. These accounts promote a combination of racist, anti-Semitic, and white supremacist content,
alongside violent rhetoric. Some Parleys state the user is ready to take violent action motivated by their
hateful beliefs, or make less overt statements but use images of weapons to insinuate their ability and
readiness to act.
Similarly, there are also Parleys that glorify perpetrators of hate crimes and mass shootings. These include
Dylann Roof (Charleston church mass murders, South Carolina, 2015), Brenton Tarrant (Christchurch
mosque mass murders, New Zealand, 2019), and John Earnest (Poway synagogue murderer, San Diego,
2019).
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Boogaloo and Militia Movements
Many users who claim to support the “boogaloo movement” have transitioned to utilizing Parler after being
removed from mainstream platforms such as Facebook. The term “boogaloo” is used broadly to refer to the
belief that the USA faces an uprising or second civil war in response to a fear of increased legislation against
weapons, and concerns of a growing “leftist” approach to governance. 41 Boogaloo is a decentralized
movement, reminiscent of the US-based militias of the 1990s, enhanced by 21st century communications.
Though not necessarily motivated by racism, the meme-like nature of the term often beclouds some of the
more sinister racist and extremist rhetoric promoting the preparation and planning for such an uprising.
While Parler does not offer the same functionality as larger platforms like Facebook, due to its small size
and continuing development, there is still a significant amount of content generated by users who believe a
second civil war in the US is imminent. Pages such as “Beards, Bullets & Bibles” claim that “like it or not,
this is already a war”.42 The hashtag “Boogaloo” has been used in over 1,400 Parleys (September 2020),
alongside other popular hashtags such as “Boogaloo Bois” and “Boogaloo 2020”. The hashtag “CivilWar2”
has been used in over 1,600 Parleys.
Although Boogaloo content tends to be more overtly racist and/or anti-Semitic, multiple pages also exist
that advertise and promote private citizen militia movements. These include the New Virginia Militia and
New Jersey Constitutional Militia. 43 Several users who claim to be part of “boogaloo” or patriot militia
movements also state they are military veterans. 44 Groups such as the Three Percenters also have a
presence on the platform. Three Percenters have over 18,000 followers (gaining over 5,000 since October
2020) and post updates about their activities and encourage recruitment via their website.45
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Key Individuals and Organizations
Parler appears to be a space where extreme far-right figureheads can continue to access a wider audience,
especially for those who have been removed from popular platforms like Facebook and Twitter. These
include Alex Jones, Nick Griffin, Katie Hopkins, Laura Loomer, Stefan Molyneux, David Icke, Paul Joseph
Watson, Milo Yiannopoulos, Blair Cottrell, Martin Sellner and Jared Taylor. Some of these users have gold
“Verified Influencer Badges” on their profile picture, to protect the user’s authenticity as they have a large
following and could be impersonated.
Nick Griffin (former Chairman of the British National Party and Holocaust denier) posted a warning on his
Telegram channel that his “ultra-hardline followers” should not be alarmed by his populist postings on
Parler. Griffin contends that Parler has the capacity to give “real nationalists” access to influence “the
normie right”. He argues this access had been lost following mainstream social media purges following the
Charlottesville “Unite the Right Rally” in 2017.46
Far-right and extremist organizations utilizing Parler include Proud Boys, the Nordic Resistance Movement,
PEGIDA Canada, and the American Identity Movement. While Parler does not appear to yet be the platform
of choice for many of these groups, it is becoming increasingly popular with organizations like Proud Boys.
There are also individual profiles utilizing symbols, logos and expressing support for these organizations,
and others including the Ku Klux Klan47, Vanguard America48, Soldiers of Odin49, and Patriot Front.50

18

International Reach
The popularity of Parler has spread beyond the US. Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has a Parler account
with over 182,000 followers, resulting in a wave of sign-ups for accounts from Brazil in July 2020.51 Similarly,
there is a growing user base from the United Kingdom, perhaps linked to the presence of UK far-right
individuals like Katie Hopkins and Tommy Robinson, who have been banned by more mainstream platforms.
Interaction between users in the US and UK is also apparent. Research for this report noted users claiming
to come from countries including New Zealand, Australia, India, Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia, South Africa,
Kenya, Nigeria, and Argentina. Nonetheless, Alexa.com estimates that in September 2020, approximately
80% of visitors to Parler are based in the US.52
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Future of Parler
According to Parler, their user base is increasing significantly. As mainstream platforms like Facebook and
Twitter continue to augment and refine their user policies, it appears likely that more users espousing
extremist viewpoints will continue to migrate to Parler and other alternative platforms. Additional features
such as advertising, potential monetization options for users, and the growth of Parler’s influencer networks,
may further incentivize others to utilize the service. 53 Given Parler’s current lack of clear regulation on
extremist content, and continuing crackdown from other mainstream platforms against hateful content,
Parler may continue to grow as a space for individuals and groups to espouse such viewpoints to a broader
audience.
The Simon Wiesenthal Center has called on Parler to take steps to eliminate bigotry and calls for violence
from its growing platform. The last thing our nation needs is for Parler to provide another home to a
subculture of hatred and violence that besets other social media platforms like Telegram.
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The Simon Wiesenthal Center
The Simon Wiesenthal Center (SWC) is a Jewish global human rights organization dedicated to researching
the Holocaust and hate in a historic and contemporary context. The Center confronts anti-Semitism, hate
and terrorism, promotes human rights and dignity, stands with Israel, defends the safety of Jews worldwide,
and teaches the lessons of the Holocaust for future generations. With a constituency of over 400,000
households in the United States, it is accredited as an NGO at international organizations including the
United Nations, UNESCO, OSCE, Organization of American States (OAS), the Latin American Parliament
(PARLATINO) and the Council of Europe.
For decades, the SWC has researched the promotion of extremism in digital spaces. The Digital Terrorism
and Hate Project has produced an annual interactive report annually since 1997. The report focuses on tens
of thousands of websites, detailing how the Internet has become a virtual university for terrorism and has
emerged as the nerve center for training, recruitment, and terrorist activities around the world. Digital
Terrorism and Hate has been distributed to government agencies, community activists, educators, and
members of the media.

Explore the report at www.digitalhate.net
Report to ireport@wiesenthal.com
www.wiesenthal.com
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